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Bl FORTITUDE

(Courage): With the gift of fortitude/courage, we overcome our fear and
are willing to take risks as a follower of Jesus Christ. A person with
courage 1s willing to stand up for what is right in the sight of God, even
if it means accepting rejection, verbal abuse, or physical harm. The gift
of courage allows people the firmness of mind that is required both in

doing good and in enduring evil.
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B EPRERE: HE
B KNOWLEDGE:
With the gift of knowledge, we understand the meaning of God. The gift

of knowledge 1s more than an accumulation of facts.
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ERtBPNERE: FE

B PIETY
(Reverence): With the gift of reverence, sometimes called

piety, we have a deep sense of respect for God and the

Church. A person with reverence recognizes our total
reliance on God and comes before God with humility, trust, and love. Piety
is the gift whereby, at the Holy Spirit’s instigation, we pay worship and

duty to God as our Father, Aquinas writes.
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EHtEHFNELHE: R (L£F)
B FEAR OF THE LORD
(Wonder and Awe); With the gift of fear of the Lord we are aware of the glory and
majesty of God. A person with wonder and awe knows that God is the perfection

of all we desire: perfect knowledge, perfect goodness, perfect power, and perfect love.
This gift 1s described by Aquinas as a fear of separating oneself from God. He describes

the gift as a "filial fear,” like a child’s fear of offending his father, rather than a
"servile fear,” that 1s, a fear of punishment.

Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Prov 1:7) because it puts our mindset
m correct location with respect to God: we are the finite, dependent creatures, and He

is the infinite, all-powerful Creator.
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